
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 23, 2020 

 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

It is an exciting time of year in our city as the celebration of Mardi Gras is now in full 

swing. For us Catholics, this also means that Lent is soon to come. I encourage you to begin 

considering in prayer how the Lord is calling you to take up, in a particular way, the Lenten 

disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. These practices are the distinctive marks of our 

annual “retreat” of 40 days in the desert with our Lord.  

Some of the best ways of making sacred this holy season of Lent can be to participate 

more fully in the things that already happen regularly here in our parish. Every day, Monday-

Friday, we offer Holy Mass in our church at 7am, with the Rosary prayed publicly at 6:35am 

(before daily Mass). Every Tuesday evening, we have a Holy Hour of Adoration of our Lord in 

the Eucharist from 6-7pm. And five times throughout the week, the sacrament of reconciliation is 

available to receive the never-ending mercy and forgiveness of God. (These confession times can 

be found in the bulletin and on the website.) Come often to daily Mass; come to the Holy Hour; 

come and make a good confession! These are sure ways to make this a holy Lent for you and 

your family.  

We are blessed to have Most Reverend Shelton J. Fabre, the bishop of Houma-Thibodaux 

and a former pastor of our parish, coming to give our Lenten Mission. It will be Monday,    

March 30
th

 through Wednesday, April 1
st
. On each of the three nights there will be a prayer 

service from 7-8pm during which Bishop Fabre will give his mission talks. The theme of his 

Lenten Mission will be “Prayer: Water for the Thirsty.” This mission is sure to be a powerful 

means of God’s grace for our parish! Please make plans to join us. 

Finally, this Lent, the parish is providing all parishioners with a book from Bishop Robert 

Barron – Letter to a Suffering Church. This book is Bishop Barron’s personal response to the 

sexual abuse scandals that have rocked the Church and that continue to weigh on all of us. The 

books will be available near the entrances to the church. During Lent, we will schedule an 

opportunity for a group discussion of the book and of this wider issue for all parishioners who 

would like to participate.  

Please see the back of this letter for more information about our observance of Lent here 

at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish.  

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan Hemelt 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org 

Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church 
3368 Esplanade Avenue (Church) 

1322 Moss Street (Office and Mail) 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70119 

Phone 504.488-2659    Fax 504.488-6741 
www.olr-nola.org 

Email:  office@olr-nola.org 

mailto:jhemelt@arch-no.org


Calendar for Lent 2020 
 

Ash Wednesday (February 26th) 
 7:00am - Holy Mass (with Distribution of Ashes) 

 12:15pm - Liturgy of the Word (with Distribution of Ashes) 

 6:00pm - Holy Mass (with Distribution of Ashes) 

 

Parish Lenten Mission - Bishop Fabre (former pastor of Our Lady of the Rosary) 
 “Prayer: Water for the Thirsty” 

 March 30
th

, March 31
st
, & April 1

st
 - 7:00pm-8:00pm in church 

 Most Reverend Shelton J. Fabre - Bishop of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux 

 Each mission talk will be given in the context of a prayer service.  

 

Weekly Holy Hour with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 6:00-7:00pm every Tuesday evening 

 Confessions will be available during the Holy Hour 

 

Stations of the Cross 
 5:00pm every Friday in Lent (February 28

th
, March 6

th
, 13

th
, 20

th
, 27

th
, April 3

rd
, 10

th
) 

 Confessions will be available during Stations until 5:45pm 

 

Lenten Fish Fry Dinners in school cafeteria 
 Plate of fried catfish, french fries, coleslaw, and green beans for $8.00.  

(Drinks and desserts are not included in the price.) Cash and credit cards are accepted. 

 March 6
th

 - 5:30-8:00pm 

 March 13
th

 - 5:30-8:00pm 

 March 20
th

 - 5:30-8:00pm 

 

Archdiocesan Evenings of Confession  

 Confession is available at every church in the Archdiocese of New Orleans 

 Wednesday, March 18
th

 - 5:00-6:30pm 

 Wednesday, March 25
th

 - 5:00-6:30pm 

 Wednesday, April 1
st
 - 5:00-6:30pm 

 

 The guidelines for Catholics on fasting and abstinence are as follows:  

 Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all Catholics who are 

18 years of age but not yet 59. Those who are bound to fast may take only one full meal. 

Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain strength according to each 

one’s needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted.  

 Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics 14 years or older on Ash 

Wednesday, Good Friday and on all Fridays of Lent.  

 The determination of certain days as obligatory days of penance should not be understood 

as limiting the occasions for Christian penance.  

 

 


